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HEALTH — ABORTION 
5. Hon Nick Goiran to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) For the calendar year, from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016, what was the number of: 

(a) induced abortions; 
(b) induced abortions over 12 weeks gestation; 
(c) induced abortions for women under the age of 20; 
(d) approvals given by the Ministerial Panel for abortions at 20 weeks gestation or later; and 
(e) induced abortions at 20 weeks gestation or later? 

(2) I refer to the cases of babies who show signs of life after an abortion procedure, and I ask: 
(a) what is the total number of these cases between 20 May 1998 and 31 December 2016; 
(b) how many of these cases were induced abortions at 20 weeks gestation or later; 
(c) how many of these cases were induced abortions at 23 weeks gestation or later; and 
(d) in how many of these cases was medical intervention or resuscitation provided? 

(3) I refer to the Tabbott foundation which prescribes the RU486 abortion drug over the phone, and I ask: 
(a) what data does the Department of Health maintain on the use of this service; and 
(b) what oversight mechanisms is the Department of Health involved in or aware of for this service? 

(4) I refer to question on notice No. 4219 answered on 7 September 2016, which advised of changes in 
documentation processes and I ask, what were those changes? 

(5) How many abortions were approved at 20 weeks gestation or later with the justification for the abortion 
given as “Trisomy 21” between 1 January 2015 and 31 December 2016? 

(6) I refer to question on notice No. 4216 answered on 7 September 2016 and I ask, what method or methods 
of feticide were used? 

(7) In the 2016 calendar year, how many hospital admissions were there for conditions related to post medical 
abortion complications? 

(8) How many facilities perform medical abortions in Western Australia? 
(9) I refer to supplementary information No. A5, provided by the Department of Health to the Standing 

Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, arising from the 2014–15 Annual Report Hearings, 
and I ask: 
(a) when was the second annual report submitted by the Executive Director, Public Health in 2016; 

and 
(b) when will the Minister table this report? 

Hon Alanna Clohesy replied: 
The Department of Health advises: 
From 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016: 
(1) (a) 7839; 

(b) 664; 
(c) 631; 
(d) 81; and 
(e) 78. 

(2) (a) As at 19 May 2017, a total of 27 cases of abortion procedures resulting in a live birth have been 
reported between July 1999 and December 2016. 

(b) Of the cases in (2)(a), 21 were at 20 weeks gestation or later. 
(c) Data not available. 
(d) In Department of Health routine data collections, there is no record of medical intervention or 

resuscitation in these cases.  
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(3) (a) The Abortion Notification Form requires the name and address of the doctor performing the 
abortion. 

(b) The Department of Health oversight mechanism is via the legislated data collections. Other 
oversight mechanisms are provided by Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency, and 
professional bodies. 

(4) The records documenting approval for abortion now include relevant clinical information. 
(5) Less than five. * 
(6) The Chair of the Panel does not keep documentation on the methods of feticide when panel approval is 

given. This is determined clinically by the specialists involved in the care of the woman. The usual method 
is ultrasound guided injection of potassium chloride into the fetal circulation. The other method, used in 
selective reduction of monochorionic twin pregnancy only, is fetoscopically directed cord occlusion. 

(7) In 2016, there were 99 hospital separations with post abortion complications. 
(8) There are 33 facilities that provide abortion services. 
(9) (a) The confidential report ‘Notification of induced abortions, 2014/15, Gestation 20 weeks or more’ 

was provided by the Executive Director Public Health to the Minister for Health in August 2016, 
and a revised version was provided in November 2016. 

(b) The report is confidential, contains medical information on ‘Reason for Abortion’, and will 
therefore not be tabled. 

*Note due to patient confidentiality the response provided did not report figures less than five, in line with the 
Department of Health’s Guidelines for the Release of Data. 
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